
May 28, 1962 

Dr. I rena Kovska 
334 Fairhiii Reed 
Wynnewood, Pennsylvania 

Dear i rena: 

Thank you for your letter of April 17, and for sending me the 
copy of your application, 

I am very glad to see that you have reacted so vigorously to the 
suggestion cm the cytohormonal sabdy. f am a little concerned that the 
NIH may find this too ambItlouo a project to jump lnto without any preparatory 
stady at ail, but perhaps the most pessimistic outlook would be that they 
might cut back on your appltcetion durlng its early development to give some 
chance to see haw things worked. Thls should not seriously prejudice the 
success of what you want to do, and I hope you will not be personally dis- 
couraged by any such action,& if this is what happens. 

As to the technic&l content of the proposal, my principHreaction 
which is, of course, based also on a large measure of personal confidence is 
that it is very good. It might have been better to concrrntrate much more on 
the main point, the retrospective study, to give adequate emphasis to the need 
for the collection of a very large sample and so forth. The other fssues are 
in many respects more interesting, but also more speculative and necessarily 
have to be stated more vaguely, and to sane, extent they may weaken the impact 
of the spplicatlon. This would apply particularly to the long term yield from 
your project three, page seven (but I certainly agree with you that these 
studies are urgently required). 

The main thing I have to criticize - see also page seven, paragraph 
two - there is sane implication that we have $a118 good idea as to therapeutic 
management of chromosanal abnormality syndromes. Unfortunately, so far as I 
knm, this is just not the case. However, it is hard to see just how we can 
ever develop the necessary information for the management of mental deficiency 
without the means to make just such studies on the very early development of 
these aneuploid chi idren. 

I hope to be hearing more from you. tots of luck, 

Yours sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Genetics 
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